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we should answer the two questions " how " and " why " this event comes about. Clearly we describe "how" it comes about, when we render a complete statement of the immediately preceding history of all the matter and energy engaged in it. " How" corresponds to the purely objective definition of cause given above. Now let us ask " why " the event occurs. The answer is given by naming the immediately preceding history, not of all the matter and motion engaged, but of that part of it in which we happen to be interested. " Why " corresponds to that final definition of cause, offered above, in which both objective and subjective elements are included. In fact, "why" is simply a limited "how""; it covers less ground; it demands the history, not of the whole of the matter and energy engaged in the event, but only of a particular section of it which happens to arouse special interest.
It follows from the above that, whereas to the question " how" an event takes place there can be but one complete answer, to the question " why" it takes place there may be many answers, and all equally true. For, in order to give a complete answer to " how," we have to describe the preceding history of the entire sum of the matter and energy involved; whereas in order to give a complete answer to " why," we only have to describe ^the preceding history of one selected element in the sum of matter and motion, and we may choose at random many elements, describing one after another, to satisfy the interest of the inquirer, thus offering a number of true, though different, answers to the same question. To answer the question "how," we must describe all the conditions which led up to the event. To answer ,the question " why," we name one of these conditions. This one condition, in which special interest happens to be taken, is then called " cause." With a different interest, we should have selected some other of the conditions, and this one would then be referred to as the cause. A few instances will make the matter clear.